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Rl O DECLARATI ON ON ENVI RONMVENT AND DEVEL OPMENT

The United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,

Having net at Rio de Janeiro from3 to 14 June 1992,

Reaffirm ng the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human
Envi ronnent, adopted at Stockhol mon 16 June 1972, a/ and seeking to build
upon
it,

Wth the goal of establishing a new and equitable gl obal partnership
t hrough the creation of new | evel s of cooperation anbng States, key sectors of
soci eti es and peopl e,

Worki ng towards international agreenments which respect the interests of
all and protect the integrity of the global environnental and devel opnenta
system

Recogni zi ng the integral and interdependent nature of the Earth, our
hone,

Procl ainms that:
Principle 1
Human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable devel opnent.
They are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harnmony with nature.
Principle 2

States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the



principles of international |aw, the sovereign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environnental and devel opnental policies, and
the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or
control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas
beyond the limts of national jurisdiction

Principle 3

The right to devel opment nust be fulfilled so as to equitably neet
devel opnental and environnental needs of present and future generations.

Principle 4

In order to achi eve sustainabl e devel opnent, environnental protection
shall constitute an integral part of the devel opnent process and cannot be
considered in isolation fromit.

Principle 5

Al States and all people shall cooperate in the essential task of
eradi cati ng poverty as an indi spensable requirenent for sustainable
devel opnent, in order to decrease the disparities in standards of |iving and
better neet the needs of the majority of the people of the world.

Principle 6

The special situation and needs of devel oping countries, particularly the
| east devel oped and those nobst environmental ly vul nerable, shall be given
special priority. International actions in the field of environnent and
devel opnent shoul d al so address the interests and needs of all countries.

Principle 7

States shall cooperate in a spirit of global partnership to conserve,
protect and restore the health and integrity of the Earth's ecosystem In
Vi ew
of the different contributions to global environnmental degradation, States
have
common but differentiated responsibilities. The devel oped countries
acknow edge the responsibility that they bear in the international pursuit of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in view of the pressures their societies place on the
gl obal environment and of the technol ogies and financial resources they
conmand.

Principle 8

To achi eve sustai nabl e devel opnent and a higher quality of life for al
peopl e, States should reduce and elim nate unsustai nabl e patterns of
producti on
and consunption and pronote appropriate denographic policies.

Principle 9

States shoul d cooperate to strengthen endogenous capacity-building for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent by inproving scientific understanding through
exchanges
of scientific and technol ogi cal know edge, and by enhanci ng the devel opnent,
adaptation, diffusion and transfer of technol ogies, including new and
i nnovati ve technol ogi es.

Principle 10

Envi ronnental issues are best handled with the participation of al
concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the national |evel, each



i ndi vidual shall have appropriate access to information concerning the
environnent that is held by public authorities, including information on
hazardous materials and activities in their comunities, and the opportunity
to participate in decision-naking processes. States shall facilitate and
encour age public awareness and participation by making information w dely
avai l able. Effective access to judicial and adm nistrative proceedings,

i ncludi ng redress and renedy, shall be provided.

Principle 11

States shall enact effective environnental |egislation. Environnenta
st andards, managenent objectives and priorities should reflect the
envi ronnent al and devel opnental context to which they apply. Standards
appl i ed
by sone countries nay be inappropriate and of unwarranted econom ¢ and soci al
cost to other countries, in particular devel opi ng countries.

Principle 12

States should cooperate to pronpte a supportive and open internationa
econom ¢ systemthat would |l ead to economc growh and sustai nabl e devel opnent
in all countries, to better address the problenms of environmental degradation
Trade policy measures for environnmental purposes should not constitute a means
of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimnation or a disguised restriction on
international trade. Unilateral actions to deal with environnmental challenges
outside the jurisdiction of the inporting country should be avoi ded.

Envi ronnent al neasures addressing transboundary or gl obal environnenta
probl ems should, as far as possible, be based on an international consensus.

Principle 13

States shall develop national |law regarding liability and conpensation
for the victinms of pollution and other environmental damage. States shal
al so
cooperate in an expeditious and nore determni ned manner to devel op further
international law regarding liability and conpensation for adverse effects of
envi ronnent al danmage caused by activities within their jurisdiction or contro
to areas beyond their jurisdiction

Principle 14

States should effectively cooperate to di scourage or prevent the
rel ocation and transfer to other States of any activities and substances that
cause severe environnental degradation or are found to be harnful to human
heal t h.

Principle 15

In order to protect the environnent, the precautionary approach shall be
wi dely applied by States according to their capabilities. Were there are
threats of serious or irreversible damage, |ack of full scientific certainty
shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective nmeasures to
pr event
envi ronnent al degradati on.

Principle 16

Nati onal authorities should endeavour to pronote the internalization of
environnental costs and the use of economic instruments, taking into account
t he approach that the polluter should, in principle, bear the cost of
pollution, with due regard to the public interest and without distorting
international trade and investnent.

Principle 17



Envi ronnental inpact assessnent, as a national instrunent, shall be
undertaken for proposed activities that are likely to have a significant
adverse inpact on the environment and are subject to a decision of a competent
nati onal authority.

Principle 18

States shall immediately notify other States of any natural disasters or
ot her energencies that are likely to produce sudden harnful effects on the
environnent of those States. Every effort shall be nade by the internationa
conmunity to help States so afflicted.

Principle 19
States shall provide prior and tinely notification and rel evant
information to potentially affected States on activities that may have a
significant adverse transboundary environmental effect and shall consult with
those States at an early stage and in good faith.
Principle 20
Worren have a vital role in environnental managenent and devel opnent.
Their full participation is therefore essential to achi eve sustainable
devel opnent .
Principle 21
The creativity, ideals and courage of the youth of the world should be
nobil i zed to forge a gl obal partnership in order to achi eve sustainabl e
devel opnent and ensure a better future for all
Principle 22
I ndi genous people and their comunities and other |ocal conmunities have
a vital role in environnental nmanagenent and devel opnent because of their
know edge and traditional practices. States should recognize and duly support
their identity, culture and interests and enable their effective participation
in the achievenent of sustainable devel opnent.
Principle 23

The environnent and natural resources of people under oppression,
dom nation and occupation shall be protected.

Principle 24
Warfare is inherently destructive of sustainable devel opment. States
shal |l therefore respect international |aw providing protection for the
environnent in tines of armed conflict and cooperate in its further
devel opnent, as necessary.
Principle 25

Peace, devel oprment and environmental protection are interdependent and
i ndi vi si bl e.

Principle 26
States shall resolve all their environnental disputes peacefully and by

appropriate neans in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.

Principle 27



States and people shall cooperate in good faith and in a spirit of
partnership in the fulfilment of the principles enbodied in this Declaration
and in the further devel opment of international lawin the field of
sust ai nabl e
devel opnent.

* * * *x *
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