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VI ENNA DECLARATI ON AND PROGRAMVE OF ACTI ON

The Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts,

Consi dering that the pronotion and protection of human rights is a nmatter of
priority for the international comunity, and that the Conference affords a

uni que opportunity to carry out a conprehensive analysis of the internationa
human rights system and of the nachinery for the protection of hunan rights, in
order to enhance and thus pronote a fuller observance of those rights, in a just
and bal anced manner,

Recogni zi ng and affirmng that all human rights derive fromthe dignity and
worth inherent in the hunan person, and that the human person is the centra

subj ect of human rights and fundanmental freedons, and consequently should be the
princi pal beneficiary and should participate actively in the realization of
these rights and freedons,

Reaffirm ng their commtnent to the purposes and principles contained in the
Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng the conmtment contained in Article 56 of the Charter of the United

Nations to take joint and separate action, placing proper enphasis on devel opi ng
ef fective international cooperation for the realization of the purposes set out

in Article 55, including universal respect for, and observance of, human rights

and fundanental freedons for all

Enphasi zing the responsibilities of all States, in conformity with the Charter
of the United Nations, to devel op and encourage respect for hunman rights and
fundanmental freedons for all, without distinction as to race, sex, |anguage or
religion,

Recalling the Preanble to the Charter of the United Nations, in particular the
determ nation to reaffirmfaith in fundanental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person, and in the equal rights of nmen and wonmen and of
nations | arge and small
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Recal | ing al so the determinati on expressed in the Preanble of the Charter of the
United Nations to save succeedi ng generations fromthe scourge of war, to
establish conditions under which justice and respect for obligations arising
fromtreaties and other sources of international |aw can be maintained, to
pronmot e social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom to
practice tol erance and good nei ghbourliness, and to enploy internationa

machi nery for the promotion of the econom ¢ and soci al advancenent of all

peopl es,

Enphasi zi ng that the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which constitutes a
conmon standard of achievenent for all peoples and all nations, is the source of
i nspiration and has been the basis for the United Nations in nmaking advances in
standard setting as contained in the existing international human rights
instruments, in particular the International Covenant on Cvil and Politica

Ri ghts and the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Consi dering the maj or changes taking place on the international scene and the
aspirations of all the peoples for an international order based on the
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, including pronoting
and encouragi ng respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons for all and
respect for the principle of equal rights and self -determ nation of peoples,
peace, denocracy, justice, equality, rule of law, pluralism devel opnent, better
standards of living and solidarity,

Deeply concerned by various forns of discrimnation and violence, to which wonen
continue to be exposed all over the world,

Recogni zing that the activities of the United Nations in the field of human
rights should be rationalized and enhanced in order to strengthen the United
Nations nmachinery in this field and to further the objectives of universa
respect for observance of international human rights standards,

Havi ng taken into account the Decl arations adopted by the three regi ona
neetings at Tunis, San José and Bangkok and the contributions nmade by
Covernments, and bearing in nmind the suggestions nade by intergovernnmental and
non- gover nnental organi zati ons, as well as the studi es prepared by independent
experts during the preparatory process leading to the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ght s,

Wel coming the International Year of the Wrld's |Indigenous People 1993 as a
reaffirmation of the conmmtnent of the international conmunity to ensure their
enjoynent of all human rights and fundanmental freedons and to respect the val ue
and diversity of their cultures and identities,

Recogni zi ng al so that the international comunity shoul d devise ways and means
to renmove the current obstacles and neet challenges to the full realization of
all human rights and to prevent the continuation of human rights violations
resulting thereof throughout the world,

I nvoking the spirit of our age and the realities of our time which call upon the
peopl es of the world and all States Menbers of the United Nations to rededicate
t hensel ves to the global task of pronpting and protecting all hunman rights and
fundanmental freedons so as to secure full and universal enjoynent of these
rights,

Deternined to take new steps forward in the commitnment of the internationa
conmmunity with a view to achieving substantial progress in human rights
endeavours by an increased and sustained effort of international cooperation and
solidarity,

Solemnly adopts the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.




1. The Wirld Conference on Human Rights reaffirns the solem commtnent of all
States to fulfil their obligations to pronote universal respect for, and
observance and protection of, all human rights and fundanental freedons for al
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, other instruments relating
to human rights, and international |aw. The universal nature of these rights and
freedons is beyond question

In this framework, enhancenent of international cooperation in the field of
human rights is essential for the full achievenent of the purposes of the United
Nat i ons.

Hurmman rights and fundanental freedons are the birthright of all human beings;
their protection and pronotion is the first responsibility of Governments.

2. Al peoples have the right of self-determ nation. By virtue of that right
they freely deternmine their political status, and freely pursue their econom c,
soci al and cultural devel opnent.

Taking into account the particular situation of peoples under colonial or other
forns of alien domination or foreign occupation, the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts recogni zes the right of peoples to take any legitimate action, in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, to realize their inalienable
right of self-determination. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts considers the
denial of the right of self-determ nation as a violation of hunan rights and
underlines the inportance of the effective realization of this right.

In accordance with the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Rel ati ons and Cooperation Anbng States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations, this shall not be construed as authorizing or encouraging
any action which would di smenber or inpair, totally or in part, the territoria
integrity or political unity of sovereign and i ndependent States conducting

t hemsel ves in conpliance with the principle of equal rights and self-

determ nati on of peoples and thus possessed of a Governnent representing the
whol e peopl e belonging to the territory wthout distinction of any kind.

3. Effective international neasures to guarantee and nonitor the inplenmentation
of human rights standards should be taken in respect of people under foreign
occupation, and effective |legal protection against the violation of their human
rights should be provided, in accordance with human ri ghts norns and
international law, particularly the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Tine of War, of 14 August 1949, and other applicable
nornms of humanitarian | aw.

4. The pronotion and protection of all human rights and fundanental freedons
nmust be considered as a priority objective of the United Nations in accordance
with its purposes and principles, in particular the purpose of internationa
cooperation. In the framework of these purposes and principles, the pronotion
and protection of all human rights is a legitimte concern of the internationa
comunity. The organs and specialized agencies related to human rights should

t herefore further enhance the coordination of their activities based on the
consi stent and objective application of international human rights instruments.

5. Al human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and
interrelated. The international conmunity nust treat human rights globally in a
fair and equal manner, on the sanme footing, and with the same emphasis. Wile
the significance of national and regional particularities and various historical,
cultural and religious backgrounds nust be borne in mnd, it is the duty of
States, regardless of their political, economc and cultural systens, to pronote
and protect all human rights and fundanental freedons.

6. The efforts of the United Nations systemtowards the universal respect for,
and observance of, human rights and fundanental freedons for all, contribute to
the stability and well-being necessary for peaceful and friendly relations anong



nations, and to inmproved conditions for peace and security as well as social and
econom ¢ devel opnent, in conformty with the Charter of the United Nations.

7. The processes of prompting and protecting human rights should be conducted in
conformity with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
and i nternational |aw.

8. Denocracy, devel opnment and respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons
are interdependent and nmutually reinforcing. Denpbcracy is based on the freely
expressed will of the people to determine their own political, economic, social
and cultural systens and their full participation in all aspects of their lives.
In the context of the above, the pronotion and protection of human rights and
fundanental freedons at the national and international |evels should be

uni versal and conducted wi thout conditions attached. The international comunity
shoul d support the strengthening and pronoting of denocracy, devel opment and
respect for human rights and fundanental freedons in the entire world.

9. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirnms that |east devel oped countries
commtted to the process of denocratization and econonic reforms, many of which
are in Africa, should be supported by the international comunity in order to
succeed in their transition to denocracy and econom ¢ devel opnent.

10. The Worl d Conference on Human Rights reaffirnms the right to devel opnment, as
established in the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment, as a universal and
inalienable right and an integral part of fundanental human rights.

As stated in the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent, the human person is
the central subject of devel opnent.

Wi | e devel opnent facilitates the enjoynent of all human rights, the | ack of
devel opnent may not be invoked to justify the abridgenment of internationally
recogni zed human rights.

States should cooperate with each other in ensuring devel opnent and elimnating
obstacl es to devel opnent. The international community should pronpte an
effective international cooperation for the realization of the right to

devel opnent and the elimnation of obstacles to devel oprent.

Lasting progress towards the inplenentation of the right to devel opnment requires
ef fective devel opnent policies at the national level, as well as equitable
econom c relations and a favourabl e econom c environnent at the internationa

| evel .

11. The right to devel opment should be fulfilled so as to neet equitably the
devel opnental and environnental needs of present and future generations. The
Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts recognizes that illicit dunping of toxic and
danger ous substances and waste potentially constitutes a serious threat to the
human rights to Iife and health of everyone.

Consequently, the Wrld Conference on Human Rights calls on all States to adopt
and vigorously inplenment existing conventions relating to the dunping of toxic
and dangerous products and waste and to cooperate in the prevention of illicit

dunpi ng.

Everyone has the right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its
applications. The Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts notes that certain advances,
notably in the bionedical and life sciences as well as in information technol ogy,
may have potentially adverse consequences for the integrity, dignity and human
rights of the individual, and calls for international cooperation to ensure that
human rights and dignity are fully respected in this area of universal concern

12. The Worl d Conference on Human Rights calls upon the international comunity
to make all efforts to help alleviate the external debt burden of devel oping
countries, in order to supplement the efforts of the Governnents of such



countries to attain the full realization of the economc, social and cultura
rights of their people.

13. There is a need for States and international organizations, in cooperation
wi t h non-governnental organizations, to create favourable conditions at the
nati onal, regional and international |levels to ensure the full and effective
enj oyment of human rights. States should elimnate all violations of human
rights and their causes, as well as obstacles to the enjoyment of these rights.

14. The existence of wi despread extrenme poverty inhibits the full and effective
enjoynment of hunman rights; its imediate alleviation and eventual elimnation
must remain a high priority for the international conmunity.

15. Respect for human rights and for fundanmental freedons wthout distinction of
any kind is a fundanmental rule of international human rights |aw. The speedy and
conprehensive elimnation of all forns of racismand racial discrimnation,
xenophobi a and related intolerance is a priority task for the internationa
conmuni ty. CGovernnents shoul d take effective nmeasures to prevent and conbat them
G oups, institutions, intergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations and

i ndividuals are urged to intensify their efforts in cooperating and coordinating
their activities against these evils.

16. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts wel comes the progress nade in
di smantling apartheid and calls upon the international conmmunity and the United
Nati ons systemto assist in this process.

The Worl d Conference on Human Rights al so deplores the continuing acts of
vi ol ence ai ned at underm ning the quest for a peaceful disnmantling of apartheid.

17. The acts, nethods and practices of terrorismin all its forns and

mani festations as well as |inkage in sone countries to drug trafficking are
activities ainmed at the destruction of human rights, fundanmental freedons and
denocracy, threatening territorial integrity, security of States and
destabilizing legitinately constituted Governments. The international conmunity
shoul d take the necessary steps to enhance cooperation to prevent and conbat
terrorism

18. The human rights of wormen and of the girl-child are an inalienable, integra
and indivisible part of universal human rights. The full and equal participation
of wonmen in political, civil, economic, social and cultural life, at the

nati onal, regional and international |evels, and the eradication of all forns of
di scrimnation on grounds of sex are priority objectives of the internationa
conmuni ty.

Gender - based violence and all forns of sexual harassnment and exploitation,

i ncluding those resulting fromcultural prejudice and international trafficking,
are inconmpatible with the dignity and worth of the human person, and nust be
elimnated. This can be achieved by | egal neasures and through national action
and international cooperation in such fields as econom c and soci al devel opnent,
education, safe maternity and health care, and social support.

The human rights of wonen should forman integral part of the United Nations
human rights activities, including the pronotion of all human rights instrunents
relating to women.

The Worl d Conference on Human Rights urges Governments, institutions,
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations to intensify their efforts
for the protection and pronotion of human rights of wonmen and the girl-child.

19. Considering the inportance of the pronotion and protection of the rights of
persons belonging to nmnorities and the contribution of such pronotion and
protection to the political and social stability of the States in which such
persons |ive



The Worl d Conference on Human Rights reaffirns the obligation of States to
ensure that persons belonging to mnorities may exercise fully and effectively
all human rights and fundamental freedonms w thout any discrimnation and in ful
equality before the law in accordance with the Declaration on the R ghts of
Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities.

The persons belonging to minorities have the right to enjoy their own culture,
to profess and practise their own religion and to use their own | anguage in
private and in public, freely and without interference or any form of

di scrimnation.

20. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recogni zes the inherent dignity and the
uni que contribution of indigenous people to the devel opnent and plurality of
society and strongly reaffirms the commitment of the international community to
their econom c, social and cultural well-being and their enjoynent of the fruits
of sustai nabl e devel opnent. States should ensure the full and free participation
of indigenous people in all aspects of society, in particular in matters of
concern to them Considering the inportance of the pronotion and protection of
the rights of indigenous people, and the contribution of such pronotion and
protection to the political and social stability of the States in which such
people live, States should, in accordance with international |aw, take concerted
positive steps to ensure respect for all human rights and fundamental freedons
of indi genous people, on the basis of equality and non-discrimnnation, and
recogni ze the value and diversity of their distinct identities, cultures and
soci al organi zation.

21. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts, welcomng the early ratification of

t he Convention on the Rights of the Child by a |large nunber of States and noting
the recognition of the human rights of children in the Wrld Declaration on the
Survival, Protection and Devel opment of Children and Plan of Action adopted by
the World Summit for Children, urges universal ratification of the Convention by
1995 and its effective inplenentation by States parties through the adoption of
all the necessary |egislative, administrative and ot her measures and the

all ocation to the maxi mum extent of the available resources. In all actions
concerning children, non-discrimnation and the best interest of the child
shoul d be primary considerations and the views of the child given due weight.
Nati onal and international mechani sms and programes shoul d be strengthened for
t he defence and protection of children, in particular, the girl-child, abandoned
children, street children, economcally and sexually exploited children,

i ncludi ng through child pornography, child prostitution or sale of organs,
children victinms of diseases including acquired i munodeficiency syndrone,
refugee and di splaced children, children in detention, children in armed
conflict, as well as children victins of fam ne and drought and ot her
energenci es. International cooperation and solidarity should be pronoted to
support the inplenentation of the Convention and the rights of the child should
be a priority in the United Nations systemw de action on hunman rights.

The Worl d Conference on Human Rights also stresses that the child for the ful
and har noni ous devel opnent of his or her personality should growup in a famly
envi ronnent which accordingly nmerits broader protection

22. Special attention needs to be paid to ensuring non-discrimnation, and the
equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundanmental freedons by disabl ed persons,
including their active participation in all aspects of society.

23. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirnms that everyone, without
distinction of any kind, is entitled to the right to seek and to enjoy in other
countries asylumfrom persecution, as well as the right to return to one's own
country. In this respect it stresses the inportance of the Universal Declaration
of Human Ri ghts, the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, its
1967 Protocol and regional instrunments. It expresses its appreciation to States
that continue to admt and host |arge nunbers of refugees in their territories,
and to the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssi oner for Refugees for its
dedication to its task. It also expresses its appreciation to the United Nations



Rel i ef and Works Agency for Pal estine Refugees in the Near East.

The Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts recognizes that gross violations of human
rights, including in arned conflicts, are anong the nultiple and conplex factors
| eadi ng to displacenent of people.

The Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts recogni zes that, in view of the

conpl exities of the global refugee crisis and in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, relevant international instruments and internationa
solidarity and in the spirit of burden-sharing, a conprehensive approach by the
i nternational community is needed in coordination and cooperation with the
countries concerned and rel evant organi zations, bearing in mnd the mandate of
the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees. This should include the

devel opnent of strategies to address the root causes and effects of novenents of
ref ugees and ot her di splaced persons, the strengthening of energency

pr epar edness and response nechani sns, the provision of effective protection and
assi stance, bearing in mnd the special needs of wonen and children, as well as
t he achi evement of durable solutions, primarily through the preferred sol ution
of dignified and safe voluntary repatriation, including solutions such as those
adopted by the international refugee conferences. The Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts underlines the responsibilities of States, particularly as they relate to
the countries of origin.

In the light of the conprehensive approach, the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts
enphasi zes the inportance of giving special attention including through

i ntergovernnental and humanitarian organi zations and finding |lasting solutions
to questions related to internally displaced persons including their voluntary
and safe return and rehabilitation

In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of
humani tarian | aw, the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts further enphasizes the

i nportance of and the need for humanitarian assistance to victins of all natura
and man- made di sasters.

24, Great inmportance nust be given to the pronotion and protection of the human
rights of persons bel onging to groups which have been rendered vul nerabl e,

i ncl udi ng migrant workers, the elinmination of all forms of discrimnation

agai nst them and the strengthening and nore effective inplenentation of

exi sting human rights instruments. States have an obligation to create and

mai ntai n adequat e neasures at the national level, in particular in the fields of
education, health and social support, for the pronotion and protection of the
rights of persons in vul nerable sectors of their popul ations and to ensure the
participation of those anong them who are interested in finding a solution to
their own probl ens.

25. The World Conference on Hunan Rights affirns that extrene poverty and socia
exclusion constitute a violation of human dignity and that urgent steps are
necessary to achi eve better know edge of extrene poverty and its causes,

i ncludi ng those related to the problem of devel opment, in order to pronpte the
human rights of the poorest, and to put an end to extrene poverty and socia
exclusion and to promote the enjoynent of the fruits of social progress. It is
essential for States to foster participation by the poorest people in the

deci si on- maki ng process by the conmmunity in which they live, the pronotion of
human rights and efforts to conbat extreme poverty.

26. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts wel cones the progress nade in the
codification of human rights instrunents, which is a dynami c and evol vi ng
process, and urges the universal ratification of human rights treaties. A
States are encouraged to accede to these international instrunents; all States
are encouraged to avoid, as far as possible, the resort to reservations.

27. Every State should provide an effective franework of renedies to redress
human rights grievances or violations. The adm nistration of justice, including
| aw enf orcement and prosecutorial agencies and, especially, an independent



judiciary and legal profession in full conformty with applicable standards
contained in international human rights instrunents, are essential to the ful
and non-di scrimnatory realization of human rights and indi spensable to the
processes of denobcracy and sustai nabl e devel opment. In this context,
institutions concerned with the adninistration of justice should be properly
funded, and an increased | evel of both technical and financial assistance should
be provided by the international comunity. It is incunbent upon the United

Nati ons to make use of special programres of advisory services on a priority
basis for the achi evement of a strong and independent adm nistration of justice.

28. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts expresses its dismay at nassive

vi ol ati ons of human rights especially in the form of genocide, "ethnic

cl eansi ng" and systematic rape of women in war situations, creating mass exodus
of refugees and di splaced persons. Wile strongly condeming such abhorrent
practices it reiterates the call that perpetrators of such crinmes be punished
and such practices inmedi ately stopped.

29. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts expresses grave concern about
continuing human rights violations in all parts of the world in disregard of
standards as contained in international human rights instrunments and

i nternational humanitarian | aw and about the |lack of sufficient and effective
renedi es for the victims.

The Worl d Conference on Human Rights is deeply concerned about violations of
human rights during arnmed conflicts, affecting the civilian popul ation,
especially wonen, children, the elderly and the disabled. The Conference
therefore calls upon States and all parties to armed conflicts strictly to
observe international humanitarian law, as set forth in the Geneva Conventi ons
of 1949 and other rules and principles of international law, as well as m ninmm
standards for protection of hunan rights, as laid down in internationa

conventi ons.

The Worl d Conference on Human Rights reaffirnms the right of the victinms to be
assisted by humanitarian organi zations, as set forth in the Geneva Conventi ons
of 1949 and other relevant instruments of international humanitarian |aw, and
calls for the safe and tinely access for such assistance.

30. The World Conference on Human Rights al so expresses its di smay and
condemation that gross and systematic violations and situations that constitute
serious obstacles to the full enjoynent of all human rights continue to occur in
different parts of the world. Such violations and obstacl es include, as well as
torture and cruel, inhuman and degradi ng treatnent or punishment, sumrary and
arbitrary executions, disappearances, arbitrary detentions, all forns of racism
raci al discrinination and apartheid, foreign occupation and alien dom nation,
xenophobi a, poverty, hunger and other denials of economc, social and cultura
rights, religious intolerance, terrorism discrimnation agai nst wonen and | ack
of the rule of [aw.

31. The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon States to refrain from any
uni | ateral neasure not in accordance with international |aw and the Charter of
the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade relations anong States and
i npedes the full realization of the human rights set forth in the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights and international human rights instrunents, in
particular the rights of everyone to a standard of |iving adequate for their
heal th and wel | -being, including food and nedi cal care, housing and the
necessary social services. The Wrld Conference on Human Rights affirns that
food should not be used as a tool for political pressure.

32. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the inportance of ensuring
the universality, objectivity and non-selectivity of the consideration of human
ri ghts issues.

33. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that States are duty-bound,
as stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Internationa



Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural R ghts and in other internationa

human rights instrunents, to ensure that education is ainmed at strengthening the
respect of human rights and fundanental freedons. The Wirl d Conference on Human
Ri ght s enphasi zes the inportance of incorporating the subject of human rights
education programmes and calls upon States to do so. Education should pronote
under st andi ng, tol erance, peace and friendly relations between the nations and
all racial or religious groups and encourage the devel opnment of United Nations
activities in pursuance of these objectives. Therefore, education on human
rights and the dissem nation of proper information, both theoretical and
practical, play an inportant role in the pronotion and respect of human rights
with regard to all individuals without distinction of any kind such as race, sex,
| anguage or religion, and this should be integrated in the education policies at
the national as well as international |evels. The Wirl d Conference on Human

Ri ghts notes that resource constraints and institutional inadequacies nay inpede
the i mMmediate realization of these objectives.

34. Increased efforts should be made to assist countries which so request to
create the conditions whereby each individual can enjoy universal human rights
and fundanental freedons. Governments, the United Nations systemas well as
other multilateral organizations are urged to increase considerably the
resources allocated to programres aimng at the establishnent and strengthening
of national |egislation, national institutions and related infrastructures which
uphol d the rule of |aw and denocracy, electoral assistance, human rights

awar eness through training, teaching and education, popul ar participation and
civil society.

The programmes of advisory services and technical cooperation under the Centre
for Human Ri ghts should be strengthened as well as made nore efficient and
transparent and thus becone a najor contribution to inproving respect for human
rights. States are called upon to increase their contributions to these
programes, both through pronoting a | arger allocation fromthe United Nations
regul ar budget, and through voluntary contributions.

35. The full and effective inplenmentation of United Nations activities to
pronote and protect human rights nmust reflect the high inportance accorded to
human rights by the Charter of the United Nations and the demands of the United
Nati ons human rights activities, as nandated by Menmber States. To this end,
United Nations human rights activities should be provided with increased

resour ces.

36. The World Conference on Hunan Rights reaffirnms the inportant and
constructive role played by national institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights, in particular in their advisory capacity to the
conpetent authorities, their role in remedying hunan rights violations, in the
di ssem nation of human rights information, and education in human rights.

The Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts encourages the establishnent and

strengt hening of national institutions, having regard to the "Principles
relating to the status of national institutions" and recognizing that it is the
right of each State to choose the framework which is best suited to its
particul ar needs at the national |evel.

37. Regional arrangenents play a fundanental role in pronoting and protecting
human rights. They shoul d reinforce universal human rights standards, as
contained in international human rights instrunents, and their protection. The
Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts endorses efforts under way to strengthen these
arrangenents and to increase their effectiveness, while at the same tine
stressing the inportance of cooperation with the United Nations human rights
activities.

The Worl d Conference on Human Rights reiterates the need to consider the
possi bility of establishing regional and subregi onal arrangenents for the
pronotion and protection of human rights where they do not already exist.



38. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recogni zes the inportant role of non-
governmental organi zations in the pronotion of all human rights and in

humani tarian activities at national, regional and international |evels. The
Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts appreciates their contribution to increasing
public awareness of human rights issues, to the conduct of education, training
and research in this field, and to the pronotion and protection of all human

ri ghts and fundanental freedons. Wile recognizing that the primary
responsibility for standard-setting lies with States, the conference al so
appreci ates the contribution of non-governnmental organizations to this process.
In this respect, the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts enphasi zes the inportance
of continued di al ogue and cooperati on between Governnents and non-gover nnent a
organi zati ons. Non-governnental organizations and their nenbers genuinely
involved in the field of human rights should enjoy the rights and freedons
recogni zed in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, and the protection of
the national |law. These rights and freedons nmay not be exercised contrary to the
pur poses and principles of the United Nations. Non-governnental organizations
should be free to carry out their human rights activities, w thout interference,
within the framework of national |aw and the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ght s.

39. Underlining the inportance of objective, responsible and inpartia

i nformati on about human rights and humanitarian i ssues, the Wrld Conference on
Human Ri ghts encourages the increased invol vement of the nedia, for whom freedom
and protection should be guaranteed within the framework of national |aw.

A. Increased coordinati on on human rights
within the United Nations system

1. The Wirld Conference on Human Ri ghts recomrends increased coordination in
support of human rights and fundanmental freedons within the United Nations
system To this end, the Wrld Conference on Human Rights urges all United
Nat i ons organs, bodies and the specialized agenci es whose activities deal with
human rights to cooperate in order to strengthen, rationalize and streaniine
their activities, taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplication
The Worl d Conference on Human Rights al so recomrends to the Secretary-Genera
that high-level officials of relevant United Nations bodies and specialized
agenci es at their annual neeting, besides coordinating their activities, also
assess the inmpact of their strategies and policies on the enjoynent of all human
ri ghts.

2. Furthernore, the Wrld Conference on Human Rights calls on regiona

organi zati ons and prominent international and regional finance and devel opnent
institutions to assess also the inpact of their policies and programes on the
enj oyment of human rights.

3. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recogni zes that rel evant specialized
agenci es and bodies and institutions of the United Nations systemas well as

ot her rel evant intergovernnental organizations whose activities deal with human
rights play a vital role in the fornulation, pronotion and inplenentation of
human rights standards, within their respective nmandates, and should take into
account the outcone of the Wrld Conference on Human Rights within their fields
of conpet ence.

4. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly recomends that a concerted
effort be made to encourage and facilitate the ratification of and accession or
succession to international human rights treaties and protocols adopted w thin
the framework of the United Nations systemw th the aimof universal acceptance.
The Secretary-General, in consultation with treaty bodies, should consider
opening a dialogue with States not having acceded to these human rights treaties,
in order to identify obstacles and to seek ways of overcom ng them

5. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts encourages States to consider limting



the extent of any reservations they |odge to international hunman rights
instrunents, formulate any reservations as precisely and narrow y as possi bl e,
ensure that none is inconpatible with the object and purpose of the rel evant
treaty and regularly review any reservations with a view to w thdrawi ng them

6. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts, recognizing the need to maintain

consi stency with the high quality of existing international standards and to
avoid proliferation of human rights instrunents, reaffirnms the guidelines
relating to the el aboration of new international instrunments contained in
General Assenmbly resolution 41/120 of 4 Decenber 1986 and calls on the United
Nat i ons hunman rights bodi es, when considering the el aboration of new

i nternational standards, to keep those guidelines in mnd, to consult wi th human
rights treaty bodies on the necessity for drafting new standards and to request
the Secretariat to carry out technical reviews of proposed new instrunents.

7. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recommends that hunman rights officers be
assigned if and when necessary to regional offices of the United Nations

Organi zation with the purpose of dissenminating information and offering training
and ot her technical assistance in the field of human rights upon the request of
concerned Menber States. Human rights training for international civil servants
who are assigned to work relating to human rights should be organized.

8. The Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts wel comes t he conveni ng of energency
sessions of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights as a positive initiative and that
ot her ways of responding to acute violations of human rights be consi dered by
the rel evant organs of the United Nations system

Resour ces

9. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts, concerned by the grow ng disparity
between the activities of the Centre for Human Rights and the human, financi al
and other resources available to carry themout, and bearing in mnd the
resources needed for other inportant United Nations programmes, requests the
Secretary- General and the General Assenbly to take imredi ate steps to increase
substantially the resources for the human rights programre fromwthin the
existing and future regular budgets of the United Nations, and to take urgent
steps to seek increased extrabudgetary resources.

10. Wthin this framework, an increased proportion of the regul ar budget should
be allocated directly to the Centre for Human Rights to cover its costs and al

ot her costs borne by the Centre for Human Rights, including those related to the
United Nations human rights bodies. Voluntary funding of the Centre's technica
cooperation activities should reinforce this enhanced budget; the Wrld

Conf erence on Human Rights calls for generous contributions to the existing
trust funds.

11. The Worl d Conference on Human Rights requests the Secretary-Ceneral and the
General Assenbly to provide sufficient human, financial and other resources to
the Centre for Human Rights to enable it effectively, efficiently and
expeditiously to carry out its activities.

12. The Worl d Conference on Human Rights, noting the need to ensure that hunman
and financial resources are available to carry out the human rights activities,
as mandated by intergovernnmental bodies, urges the Secretary-General, in
accordance with Article 101 of the Charter of the United Nations, and Menber
States to adopt a coherent approach ainmed at securing that resources
commensurate to the increased nandates are allocated to the Secretariat. The
Wirld Conference on Human Rights invites the Secretary-Ceneral to consider

whet her adj ustnments to procedures in the programre budget cycle would be
necessary or helpful to ensure the tinely and effective inplenentation of human
rights activities as mandated by Menber States.

Centre for Human Ri ghts




13. The Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts stresses the inportance of
strengthening the United Nations Centre for Human Ri ghts.

14. The Centre for Human Rights should play an inmportant role in coordinating
systemw de attention for human rights. The focal role of the Centre can best be
realized if it is enabled to cooperate fully with other United Nations bodies
and organs. The coordinating role of the Centre for Human Rights also inplies
that the office of the Centre for Human Rights in New York is strengthened.

15. The Centre for Human Ri ghts shoul d be assured adequate neans for the system
of thematic and country rapporteurs, experts, working groups and treaty bodi es.
Fol | ow-up on recomendati ons shoul d becone a priority matter for consideration

by the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts.

16. The Centre for Human Ri ghts should assunme a larger role in the pronotion of
human rights. This role could be given shape through cooperation w th Mnber
States and by an enhanced programe of advisory services and technica

assi stance. The existing voluntary funds will have to be expanded substantially
for these purposes and shoul d be managed in a nore efficient and coordi nated way.
Al activities should follow strict and transparent project managenent rul es and
regul ar programe and project eval uations should be held periodically. To this
end, the results of such evaluation exercises and other rel evant information
shoul d be nade avail able regularly. The Centre should, in particular, organize
at least once a year information neetings open to all Menber States and

organi zations directly involved in these projects and programres.

Adapt ati on and strengthening of the United Nati ons machi nery for
human rights, including the question of the establishment of a
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts

17. The Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts recogni zes the necessity for a
continui ng adaptation of the United Nations human rights nachinery to the
current and future needs in the pronotion and protection of human rights, as
reflected in the present Declaration and within the framework of a bal anced and
sust ai nabl e devel opnment for all people. In particular, the United Nations human
ri ghts organs should inprove their coordination, efficiency and effectiveness.

18. The Worl d Conference on Human Rights recommends to the Ceneral Assenbly that
when exami ning the report of the Conference at its forty-eighth session, it
begin, as a matter of priority, consideration of the question of the
establishment of a H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights for the pronotion and
protection of all human rights.

B. Equality, dignity and tol erance

1. Racism racial discrinination, xenophobia
and other fornms of intol erance

19. The Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts considers the elimnation of racismand
racial discrimnation, in particular in their institutionalized forns such as
apartheid or resulting fromdoctrines of racial superiority or exclusivity or
contenporary fornms and nanifestations of racism as a prinmary objective for the
i nternational community and a worl dwi de pronotion programme in the field of
human rights. United Nations organs and agencies should strengthen their efforts
to i nplenment such a progranme of action related to the third decade to conbat
raci smand racial discrimnation as well as subsequent nandates to the sane end.
The Worl d Conference on Human Rights strongly appeals to the internationa
conmunity to contribute generously to the Trust Fund for the Programe for the
Decade for Action to Conbat Raci smand Racial Discrimnation.

20. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all Governnents to take i medi ate
neasures and to devel op strong policies to prevent and conbat all forns and

mani f estati ons of raci sm xenophobia or related intol erance, where necessary by
enact ment of appropriate |egislation, including penal neasures, and by the



establ i shnent of national institutions to conbat such phenonena.

21. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts wel cones the decision of the Conm ssion
on Human Rights to appoint a Special Rapporteur on contenporary forns of racism
raci al discrimnation, xenophobia and related intol erance. The Wrld Conference
on Human Rights al so appeals to all States parties to the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimnation to consider
maki ng the declaration under article 14 of the Convention.

22. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts calls upon all Governnents to take all
appropriate neasures in conpliance with their international obligations and with
due regard to their respective |l egal systens to counter intolerance and rel ated
vi ol ence based on religion or belief, including practices of discrimnation

agai nst wonen and i ncluding the desecration of religious sites, recognizing that
every individual has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, expression and
religion. The Conference also invites all States to put into practice the

provi sions of the Declaration on the Elimnation of All Forms of Intol erance and
of Discrimnmination Based on Religion or Belief.

23. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts stresses that all persons who
perpetrate or authorize crimnal acts associated with ethnic cleansing are

i ndi vidual |y responsi bl e and accountabl e for such human rights violations, and
that the international conmmunity should exert every effort to bring those

| egal Iy responsi ble for such violations to justice.

24, The World Conference on Human Rights calls on all States to take i nmedi ate
nmeasures, individually and collectively, to conmbat the practice of ethnic
cleansing to bring it quickly to an end. Victins of the abhorrent practice of
ethnic cleansing are entitled to appropriate and effective renedies.

2. Persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic mnorities

25. The World Conference on Hunman Rights calls on the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
to exam ne ways and means to pronote and protect effectively the rights of
persons belonging to mnorities as set out in the Declaration on the R ghts of
Persons bel onging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities. In
this context, the Wirld Conference on Human Ri ghts calls upon the Centre for
Human Rights to provide, at the request of CGovernnents concerned and as part of
its programme of advisory services and technical assistance, qualified expertise
on mnority issues and human rights, as well as on the prevention and resol ution
of disputes, to assist in existing or potential situations involving mnorities.

26. The World Conference on Human Rights urges States and the internationa
comunity to promote and protect the rights of persons belonging to national or
ethnic, religious and linguistic nminorities in accordance with the Declaration
on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and

Li nguistic Mnorities.

27. Measures to be taken, where appropriate, should include facilitation of
their full participation in all aspects of the political, econom c, social,
religious and cultural life of society and in the econom c progress and
devel opnent in their country.

| ndi genous peopl e

28. The World Conference on Human Rights calls on the Wrking G oup on

I ndi genous Popul ati ons of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities to conplete the drafting of a declaration on the rights
of indigenous people at its eleventh session

29. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts recomends that the Conmm ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts consider the renewal and updating of the mandate of the Working G oup on
I ndi genous Popul ati ons upon conpletion of the drafting of a declaration on the



rights of indigenous people.

30. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts al so recommends that advi sory services
and techni cal assistance programres within the United Nations system respond
positively to requests by States for assistance which would be of direct benefit
to i ndi genous people. The Wirld Conference on Hunman Rights further recomends

t hat adequate human and financial resources be nmade available to the Centre for
Human Rights within the overall franework of strengthening the Centre's
activities as envisaged by this docunent.

31. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts urges States to ensure the full and
free participation of indigenous people in all aspects of society, in particular
in matters of concern to them

32. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recomends that the General Assenbly
proclaiman international decade of the world's indigenous people, to begin from
January 1994, including action-orientated progranmes, to be decided upon in
partnership wi th indi genous people. An appropriate voluntary trust fund should
be set up for this purpose. In the framework of such a decade, the establishnent
of a permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system shoul d
be consi dered.

M grant workers

33. The World Conference on Hunman Rights urges all States to guarantee the
protection of the human rights of all migrant workers and their families.

34. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts considers that the creation of
conditions to foster greater harnmony and tol erance between m grant workers and
the rest of the society of the State in which they reside is of particular

i mportance.

35. The World Conference on Human Rights invites States to consider the
possibility of signing and ratifying, at the earliest possible tinme, the
International Convention on the Rights of All Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of
Their Famlies.

3. The equal status and human rights of wonen

36. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts urges the full and equal enjoyment by
worren of all human rights and that this be a priority for Governments and for
the United Nations. The Wirld Conference on Human Ri ghts al so underlines the

i nportance of the integration and full participation of wonmen as both agents and
beneficiaries in the devel opnent process, and reiterates the objectives
establ i shed on gl obal action for wonen towards sustai nabl e and equitable

devel opnent set forth in the Rio Declaration on Environnent and Devel opnent and
chapter 24 of Agenda 21, adopted by the United Nations Conference on Environnent
and Devel oprment (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 3-14 June 1992).

37. The equal status of wonmen and the human rights of wonen shoul d be integrated
into the mai nstream of United Nations systemw de activity. These issues should
be regularly and systematically addressed throughout rel evant United Nations
bodi es and mechani snms. In particul ar, steps should be taken to increase
cooperation and pronmote further integration of objectives and goal s between the
Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen, the Conmi ssion on Human Rights, the Conmittee
for the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen, the United Nations

Devel opnent Fund for Wonen, the United Nations Devel opnent Programre and ot her
United Nations agencies. In this context, cooperation and coordi nati on shoul d be
strengt hened between the Centre for Human Rights and the Division for the
Advancenent of Wonen.

38. In particular, the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts stresses the inportance
of working towards the elimnation of violence against wonen in public and
private Iife, the elimnation of all forns of sexual harassnent, exploitation



and trafficking in wonen, the elimnation of gender bias in the admnistration
of justice and the eradication of any conflicts which nmay ari se between the
rights of wonmen and the harnful effects of certain traditional or customary
practices, cultural prejudices and religious extrem sm The Wrld Conference on
Human Rights calls upon the General Assenbly to adopt the draft declaration on
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and urges States to conbat viol ence agai nst wonen in
accordance with its provisions. Violations of the human rights of wonen in
situations of armed conflict are violations of the fundanental principles of

i nternational human rights and humanitarian law. Al violations of this kind,
including in particular murder, systematic rape, sexual slavery, and forced
pregnancy, require a particularly effective response.

39. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts urges the eradication of all forns of
di scrim nation agai nst wonen, both hidden and overt. The United Nations should
encourage the goal of universal ratification by all States of the Convention on
the Elimnation of AIl Forms of Discrinnation against Wnen by the year 2000.
Ways and means of addressing the particularly |arge nunmber of reservations to

t he Convention shoul d be encouraged. Inter alia, the Committee on the

Elimi nati on of Discrimnation agai nst Wmen should continue its revi ew of
reservations to the Convention. States are urged to w thdraw reservations that
are contrary to the object and purpose of the Convention or which are otherw se
inconpatible with international treaty |aw

40. Treaty nonitoring bodies should di ssem nate necessary information to enable
worren to nmake nore effective use of existing inplenentation procedures in their
pursuits of full and equal enjoynment of human rights and non-di scrimnation. New
procedures should al so be adopted to strengthen inplenmentation of the comm tnent
to wonmen's equality and the human rights of women. The Comm ssion on the Status
of Wonen and the Conmittee on the Elimination of Discrimnation against Wnen
shoul d qui ckly exami ne the possibility of introducing the right of petition

t hrough the preparation of an optional protocol to the Convention on the
Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation against Wmen. The Wrld Conference
on Hurman Ri ghts wel comes the decision of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights to

consi der the appointnent of a special rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonmen at
its fiftieth session.

41. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recognizes the inmportance of the

enj oynment by wonen of the highest standard of physical and nental health

t hroughout their life span. In the context of the Wrld Conference on Wnen and
the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen,
as well as the Proclamation of Tehran of 1968, the World Conference on Human
Rights reaffirnms, on the basis of equality between wonmen and men, a woman's
right to accessible and adequate health care and the w dest range of famly

pl anni ng services, as well as equal access to education at all |evels.

42. Treaty nonitoring bodies should include the status of wonmen and the hunman
rights of wonmen in their deliberations and findings, making use of gender-
specific data. States should be encouraged to supply information on the
situation of wonen de jure and de facto in their reports to treaty nonitoring
bodi es. The Wrld Conference on Hunan Rights notes with satisfaction that the
Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts adopted at its forty-ninth session resolution 1993/46
of 8 March 1993 stating that rapporteurs and working groups in the field of
human rights should al so be encouraged to do so. Steps should al so be taken by
the Division for the Advancenent of Wonen in cooperation with other United

Nati ons bodies, specifically the Centre for Human Rights, to ensure that the
human rights activities of the United Nations regularly address viol ations of
worren' s human rights, including gender-specific abuses. Training for United
Nations human rights and humanitarian relief personnel to assist themto
recogni ze and deal with hunman rights abuses particular to wonen and to carry out
their work wi thout gender bias should be encouraged.

43. The World Conference on Human Rights urges CGovernnents and regi onal and
i nternational organizations to facilitate the access of women to deci si on-maki ng
posts and their greater participation in the decision-nmaking process. It



encourages further steps within the United Nations Secretariat to appoint and
pronot e wonen staff nenbers in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
and encourages other principal and subsidiary organs of the United Nations to
guarantee the participation of wonen under conditions of equality.

44. The Worl d Conference on Hunan Ri ghts wel cones the Worl d Conference on Wrnen
to be held in Beijing in 1995 and urges that human rights of women shoul d pl ay

an inportant role in its deliberations, in accordance with the priority thenes

of the World Conference on Wnen of equality, devel opnment and peace.

4. The rights of the child

45. The World Conference on Human Rights reiterates the principle of "First Cal
for Children" and, in this respect, underlines the inmportance of mgjor nationa
and international efforts, especially those of the United Nations Children's
Fund, for pronoting respect for the rights of the child to survival, protection,
devel opnent and participation

46. Measures should be taken to achieve universal ratification of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child by 1995 and the universal signing of the Wrld

Decl aration on the Survival, Protection and Devel opnent of Children and Pl an of
Action adopted by the Wrld Summit for Children, as well as their effective

i mpl enentati on. The Wirld Conference on Human Rights urges States to w thdraw
reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child contrary to the object
and purpose of the Convention or otherwi se contrary to international treaty |aw

47. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all nations to undertake nmeasures
to the maxi num extent of their avail able resources, with the support of

i nternational cooperation, to achieve the goals in the Wrld Sunmit Pl an of
Action. The Conference calls on States to integrate the Convention on the Rights
of the Child into their national action plans. By nmeans of these national action
pl ans and through international efforts, particular priority should be placed on
reduci ng infant and maternal nortality rates, reducing malnutrition and
illiteracy rates and providing access to safe drinking water and to basic
education. Whenever so called for, national plans of action should be devised to
conbat devastating energencies resulting fromnatural disasters and arned
conflicts and the equally grave problemof children in extreme poverty.

48. The World Conference on Hunan Rights urges all States, with the support of

i nternational cooperation, to address the acute problem of children under
especially difficult circunstances. Exploitation and abuse of children should be
actively conbated, including by addressing their root causes. Effective neasures
are required against female infanticide, harnful child |abour, sale of children
and organs, child prostitution, child pornography, as well as other forns of
sexual abuse

49. The World Conference on Human Rights supports all measures by the United
Nati ons and its specialized agencies to ensure the effective protection and
pronmoti on of human rights of the girl child. The Wirld Conference on Human
Rights urges States to repeal existing |aws and regul ati ons and renpbve custons
and practices which discrimnate against and cause harmto the girl child.

50. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly supports the proposal that the
Secretary-General initiate a study into means of inproving the protection of
children in arnmed conflicts. Humanitarian nornms shoul d be inplenmented and
neasures taken in order to protect and facilitate assistance to children in war
zones. Measures shoul d include protection for children against indiscrimnate
use of all weapons of war, especially anti-personnel mines. The need for
aftercare and rehabilitation of children traumatized by war must be addressed
urgently. The Conference calls on the Commttee on the Rights of the Child to
study the question of raising the mninumage of recruitnment into arnmed forces.

51. The World Conference on Hunan R ghts recommends that matters relating to
human rights and the situation of children be regularly reviewed and nonitored



by all relevant organs and nechani sns of the United Nations system and by the
supervi sory bodi es of the specialized agencies in accordance with their nandates.

52. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts recogni zes the inportant role played by
non- governnental organi zations in the effective inplementation of all human
rights instrunents and, in particular, the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

53. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recomends that the Committee on the

Ri ghts of the Child, with the assistance of the Centre for Human Ri ghts, be
enabl ed expeditiously and effectively to neet its mandate, especially in view of
t he unprecedented extent of ratification and subsequent subm ssion of country
reports.

5. Freedomfromtorture

54. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts wel comes the ratification by many
Menber States of the Convention against Torture and Qther Cruel, |nhuman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shment and encourages its speedy ratification by al
ot her Menber States.

55. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts enphasi zes that one of the nost

atroci ous violations against human dignity is the act of torture, the result of
whi ch destroys the dignity and inpairs the capability of victinms to continue
their lives and their activities.

56. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that under human rights | aw
and international hunmanitarian law, freedomfromtorture is a right which nust
be protected under all circunstances, including in times of internal or

i nternational disturbance or arned conflicts.

57. The World Conference on Human Rights therefore urges all States to put an

i mediate end to the practice of torture and eradicate this evil forever through
full inplementation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as the
rel evant conventions and, where necessary, strengthening of existing mechani sns.
The Worl d Conference on Hunman Rights calls on all States to cooperate fully with
t he Speci al Rapporteur on the question of torture in the fulfilnent of his
nmandat e.

58. Special attention should be given to ensure universal respect for, and
effective inplenentation of, the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the
Rol e of Health Personnel, particularly Physicians, in the Protection of
Prisoners and Detai nees agai nst Torture and other Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng
Treat ment or Puni shnent adopted by the General Assenbly of the United Nations.

59. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts stresses the inportance of further
concrete action within the franework of the United Nations with the viewto
provi di ng assistance to victins of torture and ensure nore effective remedies
for their physical, psychol ogical and social rehabilitation. Providing the
necessary resources for this purpose should be given high priority, inter alia,
by additional contributions to the United Nations Voluntary Fund for the Victins
of Torture.

60. States should abrogate legislation leading to inpunity for those responsible
for grave violations of human rights such as torture and prosecute such
violations, thereby providing a firmbasis for the rule of |aw

61. The World Conference on Hunan Rights reaffirns that efforts to eradicate
torture should, first and forenost, be concentrated on prevention and, therefore,
calls for the early adoption of an optional protocol to the Convention agai nst
Torture and Ot her Cruel, Inhuman and Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent, which is
i ntended to establish a preventive systemof regular visits to places of

detenti on.

Enf or ced di sappear ances




62. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts, wel com ng the adoption by the Genera
Assenbly of the Declaration on the Protection of Al Persons from Enforced

Di sappearance, calls upon all States to take effective |egislative,

adm ni strative, judicial or other nmeasures to prevent, termnate and punish acts
of enforced di sappearances. The Wirld Conference on Hunan Rights reaffirns that
it is the duty of all States, under any circunstances, to nmake investigations
whenever there is reason to believe that an enforced di sappearance has taken
place on a territory under their jurisdiction and, if allegations are confirned,
to prosecute its perpetrators.

6. The rights of the disabled person

63. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that all human rights and
fundament al freedons are universal and thus unreservedly include persons with
disabilities. Every person is born equal and has the sane rights to life and

wel fare, education and work, |iving independently and active participation in
all aspects of society. Any direct discrimnation or other negative
discrimnatory treatnment of a disabled person is therefore a violation of his or
her rights. The Wbrld Conference on Human Ri ghts calls on CGovernnents, where
necessary, to adopt or adjust legislation to assure access to these and ot her
rights for disabl ed persons.

64. The place of disabled persons is everywhere. Persons with disabilities
shoul d be guaranteed equal opportunity through the elimnation of all socially
determi ned barriers, be they physical, financial, social or psychol ogical, which
exclude or restrict full participation in society.

65. Recalling the Wrld Programme of Action concerning D sabl ed Persons, adopted
by the General Assenbly at its thirty-seventh session, the Wrld Conference on
Human Rights calls upon the General Assenbly and the Economi ¢ and Social Counci
to adopt the draft standard rules on the equalization of opportunities for
persons with disabilities, at their neetings in 1993.

C. Cooperation, devel opnent and strengthening of human rights

66. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts reconmends that priority be given to
nati onal and international action to pronote denobcracy, devel opnent and human
rights.

67. Special enphasis should be given to measures to assist in the strengthening
and building of institutions relating to human rights, strengthening of a
pluralistic civil society and the protection of groups which have been rendered
vul nerable. In this context, assistance provided upon the request of Governments
for the conduct of free and fair elections, including assistance in the human

ri ghts aspects of elections and public information about elections, is of
particular inportance. Equally inportant is the assistance to be given to the
strengthening of the rule of law, the pronpti on of freedom of expression and the
adm ni stration of justice, and to the real and effective participation of the
peopl e in the decision-naking processes.

68. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts stresses the need for the

i mpl enent ati on of strengthened advi sory services and techni cal assistance
activities by the Centre for Human Rights. The Centre should make available to
Stat es upon request assistance on specific human rights issues, including the
preparation of reports under human rights treaties as well as for the

i mpl enent ati on of coherent and conprehensive plans of action for the pronotion
and protection of hunan rights. Strengthening the institutions of human rights
and denocracy, the legal protection of human rights, training of officials and
ot hers, broad-based educati on and public information ainmed at pronmoting respect
for human rights should all be avail abl e as conponents of these programmes.

69. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly recomends that a
conpr ehensi ve programe be established within the United Nations in order to



help States in the task of building and strengtheni ng adequate nati ona
structures which have a direct inpact on the overall observance of human rights
and the maintenance of the rule of law. Such a programme, to be coordi nated by
the Centre for Human Rights, should be able to provide, upon the request of the
i nterested CGovernment, technical and financial assistance to national projects
in reform ng penal and correctional establishnments, education and training of

| awyers, judges and security forces in human rights, and any other sphere of
activity relevant to the good functioning of the rule of law That programe
shoul d make available to States assistance for the inplenentation of plans of
action for the pronmotion and protection of human rights.

70. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts requests the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations to submit proposals to the United Nations General Assenbly,
containing alternatives for the establishment, structure, operational nodalities
and fundi ng of the proposed progranme.

71. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recommends that each State consider the
desirability of drawing up a national action plan identifying steps whereby that
State woul d i nprove the pronotion and protection of human rights.

72. The World Conference on Human Rights on Hunan Rights reaffirns that the

uni versal and inalienable right to devel opnent, as established in the

Decl aration on the Ri ght to Devel opment, must be inplenmented and realized. In
this context, the Wirld Conference on Hunman R ghts wel cones the appoi ntnment by

t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights of a thematic working group on the right to

devel opnent and urges that the Working G oup, in consultation and cooperation

wi th ot her organs and agencies of the United Nations system pronmptly fornmulate,
for early consideration by the United Nations General Assenbly, conprehensive
and effective neasures to elininate obstacles to the inplenmentation and
realization of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent and recomendi ng ways
and neans towards the realization of the right to devel opnent by all States.

73. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts recomends that non-governnental and

ot her grass-roots organi zations active in devel opnent and/or human rights shoul d
be enabled to play a major role on the national and international levels in the
debate, activities and inplenentation relating to the right to devel opnent and,
in cooperation with Governnents, in all relevant aspects of devel opnent
cooper ati on.

74. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts appeals to Governnents, conpetent
agencies and institutions to increase considerably the resources devoted to
buil ding well-functioning | egal systens able to protect human rights, and to
national institutions working in this area. Actors in the field of devel opnent
cooperation should bear in mind the mutually reinforcing interrel ationship

bet ween devel opnent, denocracy and human rights. Cooperation should be based on
di al ogue and transparency. The Worl d Conference on Human Rights also calls for
t he establishment of conprehensive programmes, including resource banks of

i nfornati on and personnel with expertise relating to the strengthening of the
rule of |aw and of denmpcratic institutions.

75. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts encourages the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, in cooperation with the Conmittee on Econonic, Social and Cultura
Rights, to continue the examination of optional protocols to the Internationa
Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural R ghts.

76. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recommends that nore resources be nade
avail abl e for the strengthening or the establishment of regional arrangements
for the pronotion and protection of human rights under the programmes of

advi sory services and techni cal assistance of the Centre for Human Ri ghts.
States are encouraged to request assistance for such purposes as regional and
subregi onal wor kshops, seminars and infornmati on exchanges designed to strengthen
regi onal arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of hunan rights in accord
wi th universal human rights standards as contained in international human rights
i nstrunents.



77. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts supports all neasures by the United
Nations and its rel evant specialized agencies to ensure the effective pronotion
and protection of trade union rights, as stipulated in the Internationa
Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights and other rel evant
international instrunents. It calls on all States to abide fully by their
obligations in this regard contained in international instrunents.

D. Human rights education

78. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts considers human rights educati on,
training and public informati on essential for the pronotion and achi evenent of
stabl e and harnoni ous rel ati ons anong conmunities and for fostering nutua
under st andi ng, tol erance and peace.

79. States should strive to eradicate illiteracy and should direct education
towards the full devel opnent of the human personality and to the strengthening
of respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons. The World Conference on
Human Rights calls on all States and institutions to include human rights,
hurmani tari an | aw, denocracy and rule of [aw as subjects in the curricula of all
learning institutions in formal and non-formal settings.

80. Human rights education should include peace, denocracy, devel opnent and
social justice, as set forth in international and regional human rights
instruments, in order to achi eve commopn understandi ng and awareness with a view
to strengthening universal comitnent to hunman rights.

81. Taking into account the Wrld Plan of Action on Education for Human Ri ghts
and Denocracy, adopted in March 1993 by the International Congress on Education
for Human Ri ghts and Denocracy of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cul tural Organization, and other human rights instrunments, the World Conference
on Human Ri ghts reconmends that States devel op specific programmes and
strategies for ensuring the wi dest human rights educati on and the dissem nation
of public information, taking particular account of the human rights needs of
wonen.

82. Governnents, with the assistance of intergovernnental organizations,

nati onal institutions and non-governnental organizations, should pronote an

i ncreased awar eness of human rights and nmutual tol erance. The Wrld Conference
on Human Ri ghts underlines the inmportance of strengthening the World Public

I nformati on Canpai gn for Human Rights carried out by the United Nations. They
should initiate and support education in human rights and undertake effective
di ssemination of public information in this field. The advisory services and
techni cal assistance progranmmes of the United Nations system should be able to
respond i mediately to requests from States for educational and training
activities in the field of human rights as well as for special education
concerni ng standards as contained in international human rights instruments and
in humanitarian |l aw and their application to special groups such as mlitary
forces, |aw enforcenent personnel, police and the health profession. The

procl amation of a United Nations decade for human rights education in order to
pronot e, encourage and focus these educational activities should be considered.

E. Inplenentati on and nonitoring net hods

83. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts urges Governnments to incorporate
standards as contained in international human rights instruments in donestic
| egislation and to strengthen national structures, institutions and organs of
soci ety which play a role in pronoting and saf eguardi ng human rights.

84. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts recomends the strengthening of United
Nati ons activities and progranmes to neet requests for assistance by States

whi ch want to establish or strengthen their own national institutions for the
pronotion and protection of human rights.



85. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts al so encourages the strengtheni ng of
cooperati on between national institutions for the pronotion and protection of
human rights, particularly through exchanges of information and experience, as
wel | as cooperation with regional organizations and the United Nations.

86. The World Conference on Hunan Ri ghts strongly reconmends in this regard that
representatives of national institutions for the pronotion and protection of
hurman rights convene periodic neetings under the auspices of the Centre for
Human Ri ghts to exami ne ways and nmeans of inproving their mechani snms and sharing
experi ences.

87. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recommends to the human rights treaty
bodi es, to the neetings of chairpersons of the treaty bodies and to the neetings
of States parties that they continue to take steps aimed at coordinating the

mul tiple reporting requirenents and guidelines for preparing State reports under
the respective human rights conventions and study the suggestion that the

subm ssi on of one overall report on treaty obligations undertaken by each State
woul d make these procedures nore effective and increase their inpact.

88. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts recomends that the States parties to
i nternational human rights instrunents, the General Assenbly and the Econonic
and Soci al Council should consider studying the existing human rights treaty
bodi es and the various thematic mechani snms and procedures with a viewto
promoting greater efficiency and effectiveness through better coordination of
t he vari ous bodi es, nmechani sns and procedures, taking into account the need to
avoi d unnecessary duplication and overl apping of their nmandates and tasks.

89. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recommends continued work on the

i mprovenent of the functioning, including the nmonitoring tasks, of the treaty
bodi es, taking into account nultiple proposals nmade in this respect, in
particul ar those made by the treaty bodies thensel ves and by the neetings of the
chairpersons of the treaty bodi es. The conprehensive national approach taken by
the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child should al so be encouraged.

90. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts recomends that States parties to hunman
rights treaties consider accepting all the avail able optional comunication
procedures.

91. The World Conference on Hunman Rights views with concern the issue of

i mpunity of perpetrators of human rights violations, and supports the efforts of
t he Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Sub- Conm ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to exam ne all aspects of the issue.

92. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts recomends that the Comm ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts exami ne the possibility for better inplenentation of existing human
rights instrunents at the international and regional |evels and encourages the
International Law Conmm ssion to continue its work on an international crimna
court.

93. The World Conference on Human Rights appeals to States which have not yet
done so to accede to the CGeneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Protocols
thereto, and to take all appropriate national measures, including |egislative
ones, for their full inplenentation.

94. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts recommends t he speedy conpl etion and
adoption of the draft declaration on the right and responsibility of individuals,
groups and organs of society to pronote and protect universally recogni zed hunman
rights and fundanental freedons.

95. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts underlines the inportance of preserving
and strengthening the system of special procedures, rapporteurs, representatives,
experts and working groups of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Sub-

Commi ssion on the Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, in
order to enable themto carry out their mandates in all countries throughout the



world, providing themw th the necessary human and financial resources. The
procedures and nechani sns should be enabl ed to harnoni ze and rationalize their
wor k through periodic nmeetings. All States are asked to cooperate fully with

t hese procedures and mechani sms.

96. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts recomends that the United Nations
assunme a nore active role in the promotion and protection of human rights in
ensuring full respect for international humanitarian law in all situations of
armed conflict, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations.

97. The World Conference on Hunman Ri ghts, recognizing the inportant role of
hurman rights conponents in specific arrangenents concerning sonme peace-keeping
operations by the United Nations, reconends that the Secretary-CGeneral take
into account the reporting, experience and capabilities of the Centre for Human
Ri ghts and human rights nmechanisns, in conformty with the Charter of the United
Nat i ons.

98. To strengthen the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights,
addi ti onal approaches shoul d be exam ned, such as a systemof indicators to
nmeasure progress in the realization of the rights set forth in the Internationa
Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights. There nust be a concerted
effort to ensure recognition of economc, social and cultural rights at the
nati onal, regional and international |evels.

F. Followup to the Wrld Conference on Human Rights

99. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts on Hunan Ri ghts recomends that the
Ceneral Assenbly, the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts and ot her organs and agenci es
of the United Nations systemrelated to human rights consider ways and means for
the full inplenentation, wthout delay, of the recomrendations contained in the
present Declaration, including the possibility of proclaimng a United Nations
decade for human rights. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts further recomends
that the Conmm ssion on Human Rights annually review the progress towards this
end.

100. The World Conference on Hunan Rights requests the Secretary-General of the
United Nations to invite on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights all States, all organs and agencies of the
United Nations systemrelated to human rights, to report to himon the progress
made in the inplenmentation of the present Declaration and to submit a report to
the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session, through the Comm ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts and the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council. Likew se, regional and, as
appropriate, national human rights institutions, as well as non-governnent al
organi zations, nay present their views to the Secretary-General on the progress
made in the inplenmentation of the present Declaration. Special attention should
be paid to assessing the progress towards the goal of universal ratification of

i nternational human rights treaties and protocols adopted within the franmework
of the United Nations system
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